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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

May 17, 2018 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairperson Megan Eppley at 6:31 p.m. 

 

Present:  Scott Herron, Deborah Chipman, Margaret Maynard, Megan Eppley, 

Mark Brejcha, John Sparks 

 

Absent:  Karen Simmon  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director    

 Simone Smith-Politz, Board Secretary  

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by Margaret Maynard, to approve the minutes 

from April 12, 2018 as presented.  Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Dog Park: 

Heather reported there was a ribbon cutting for the ARC Sculpture donation where the 

donor, Betty Frye, was in attendance.  A thank you letter will be sent in appreciation for 

the donation. 

 

The shelter at the Dog Park is currently on hold.  The class that was working on the 

project has graduated, but the information has been passed on to the returning students to 

hopefully get the shelter completed.  The project has already been funded and permits 

issued, so it is simply on hold until the students return in the fall. 

 

Clay Cliffs: 

Heather advised that Scott Herron had sent communication regarding debris in Mitchell 

Creek.  Staff will take care of cleanup when time allows. 

 

A grant opportunity was being looked into, but it doesn’t fit with the Muskegon River 

Watershed Assembly and their grant they had applied for involving the installation of the 

new trees, which have all been planted.  Brad Lubahn is offering a donation of $1,000 
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worth of his services in addition to a fee of $1,000 to the City to water the newly installed 

trees for the months of June, July, and August. 

 

After looking at the park master plan, Lubahn suggested adding a sledding hill to run 

from the bird habitat area down to the footpaths from the pool area.  There is currently a 

lot of stones, etc. in that area, but Lubahn has experience working in similar conditions 

and offered suggestions on how to develop it into a sledding hill.  Scott questioned if 

there is really a need or demand for a formal sledding hill in that area considering the 

ecological habitat of the area.  He also brought up the possibility of grants for stream 

bank stabilization for Mitchell Creek in the future. 

 

Pocket Park: 

This coming Monday Randy Baumunk will be putting an aggregate base where the trees 

were removed.  There have also been additional picnic tables ordered to go in that area. 

 

Northend Park: 

Heather reported the Disc Golf area is being heavily used mainly due to the promoting 

done by Foster Neill. 

 

John Sparks expressed the need for another trash receptacle near the boat launch area.  He 

has noticed this area becomes littered by tubers entering the Muskegon River at this 

location.  A trash receptacle can be attached to the fishing platform to hopefully make it 

more convenient for the public to dispose of their trash. 

 

Scott inquired if permanent restrooms have been discussed by the Commission.  Heather 

explained the proposal has been presented in a Capital Improvement Plan.  The 

Commission has yet to put any money toward it.  It will be a very costly project due to 

there no water or sewer being in the area. 

 

Special Events: 

Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.  

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

None.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

Mark Brejcha inquired as to the status of the tennis courts at Hemlock Park.  Heather 

advised she there have been no new developments. 

 

Deborah Chipman asked about pool fees and clarification regarding the fees.  She was 

concerned the fees are considerably higher than the Ferris pool, which is now closed for 

the summer.  Heather explained the fees are relatively similar with a season pass. 

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be June 14, 2018 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
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Simone Smith-Politz 

Board Secretary 


